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Saygideger Okurlar,

Toplumlarin siirekliligini ve dayamikliligini belirleyen en temel unsur, toplumsal
dokunun ahlaki, kiiltiirel ve entelektiiel biitiinltigtidiir. Tiirkiye’de son yillarda bu
dokunun belirli agilardan zayifladigi, sosyal iligkilerde giivenin ve dayanismanin
yerini bireysel ¢ikarlarin, rekabetin ve hizla tiiketilen degerlerin aldig1 goriilmektedir.
Bu olgu, literatiirde siklikla “sosyal ¢lirtime” kavramiyla aciklanmaktadir. Sosyal
ciiriime, yalnizca ekonomik ya da siyasal sorunlarin bir yansimasi degil; ayni1 zamanda
toplumsal deger sisteminin ¢oziilmesi, ortak ideallerin erozyona ugramasi ve kamusal

alanin giderek daralmasi anlamina gelmektedir.

Cumbhuriyetin ikinci ylizyilina adim attigimiz bu donemde, 2025 yilinin “Aile Yilt”
olarak ilan edilmesi, bu siirecin merkezinde yer alan bir kurumu yeniden
diistinmemizi zorunlu kilmaktadir. Aile, bireyin kimligini, degerlerini ve toplumsal
sorumluluk bilincini gekillendiren ilk ve en etkili egitim ortamidir. Ancak aile
yapisinda gozlenen ¢oziilmeler; bosanma oranlarindaki artis, kusaklar arasi iletisim
kopukluklari, dijitallesmenin getirdigi duygusal uzaklasmalar ve ekonomik baskilar,
toplumsal dayanigsmay1 zayiflatmaktadir. Bu baglamda, aile kurumunun yalmizca
bireysel bir alan degil, toplumsal direncin en temel tasiyicist oldugu gergegi yeniden
vurgulanmalidir. Aile yapisindaki doniisiimiin en onemli yansimalarindan biri de
egitim ve 0gretim alaninda gozlenmektedir. Egitimin niteliginde yasanan diisiis, sitnav
odakli sistemlerin yarattig1 yiizeysellik, 6gretmenlik mesleginin itibarsizlasmas: ve
gengclerin diistinsel derinlikten uzaklasmasi, toplumsal ¢iirtimenin hem nedeni hem
de sonucudur. Egitim politikalarimin kisa vadeli hedeflerle sekillenmesi, bireyi
yalnizca ekonomik rekabetin bir parcasi olarak konumlandirmakta; bu durum, deger
odakli bir egitim anlayisinin yerini performans temelli bir pragmatizme
birakmaktadir. Oysa saglikli bir toplumsal yapi, elestirel diistinebilen, vicdani

muhakeme giicii gelismis, empati temelli bireylerin yetistirilmesiyle miimkiindiir.

Bu noktada, 6zgiir akademik diisiincenin 6nemi bir kez daha ortaya cikmaktadir.
Bilimsel bilginin tiretimi, yalnizca laboratuvarlarda ya da siniflarda gerceklesen teknik
bir faaliyet degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal bilincin insasinda belirleyici rol oynayan
entelektiiel bir eylemdir. Immanuel Kant, “Aydinlanma, insanin kendi akli
bagkasinin yonlendirmesi olmadan kullanabilmesidir” derken, aslinda Ozgiir
diisiincenin hem bireysel hem toplumsal bir sorumluluk oldugunu vurgular. Benzer
bicimde, John Stuart Mill de diistince 6zgiirliigiinii yalnizca bireysel bir hak degil,
“dogrunun yanlsla catismasindan dogan bir ilerleme ilkesi” olarak tanimlar.
Dolayisiyla, farklhi fikirlerin ifadesine alan tanimayan bir akademi, kendi varlik
nedenini ortadan kaldirir. Karl Popper’in “yanlislanabilirlik” ilkesi, bilimin dogmadan
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degil, elestiriden beslendigini hatirlatir. Bu ilke, yalnizca metodolojik bir gereklilik
degil; ayn1 zamanda 6zglir diistincenin felsefi temelidir. Akademik 6zgiirliik, bilginin
mutlaklastirilmasma degil, siirekli sorgulanmasma imkan tanir. Bu baglamda,
tiniversiteler elestirel aklin si§inag: olmaly; bilim insanlari, diisiincenin rehberliginde
topluma yon gosterebilmelidir. Ne yazik ki, akademik alanin daraldigi, arastirmanin
politik ve ekonomik baskilardan etkilendigi donemlerde, oOzgiir diisiince de
sinirlandirilmaktadir. Bu durum, yalnizca akademinin degil, toplumun da diisiinsel
nefesini keser. Hannah Arendt’in uyarisim1 hatirlamak gerekir: “Diistinmemenin
kokeninde, kotiiliigiin siradanlasmasi yatar.” Ozgiir akademik diisiince, tam da bu

nedenle, toplumsal vicdanin korunmas agisindan yasamsal bir isleve sahiptir.

Toplumun yeniden ahlaki bir gerceveye kavusmasi, ancak ailede baglayan deger
egitiminin, egitim kurumlarinda ve akademik diinyada karsihk bulmasiyla
miimkiindiir. Bu nedenle, diisiincenin Ozgiirlestigi, bilimin sayginhigmi yeniden
kazandigy, ailenin ise toplumsal vicdanin tasiyicist oldugu bir gelecek umuduyla bu

say1y1 siz degerli okuyucularimiza sunuyoruz.
Bilimin rehberliginde, diistincenin 6zgiirliiiiyle...
Dog¢. Dr. Mustafa DEMIR

Editor
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Dear Readers,

The most fundamental element determining the continuity and resilience of societies
is the moral, cultural, and intellectual integrity of the social fabric. In Tiirkiye, in recent
years, it has been observed that this fabric has weakened in certain aspects, and that
trust and solidarity in social relations have been replaced by individual interests,
competition, and rapidly depleting values. This phenomenon is frequently explained
in the literature with the concept of "social decay." Social decay is not only a reflection
of economic or political problems; it also means the disintegration of the social value
system, the erosion of shared ideals, and the gradual shrinking of the public sphere.
As we enter the second century of the Republic, the declaration of 2025 as the "Year of
the Family" necessitates a rethinking of an institution at the heart of this process. The
family is the first and most effective educational environment that shapes an
individual's identity, values, and sense of social responsibility. However, the observed
disintegration in the family structure, the increase in divorce rates, intergenerational
communication breakdowns, emotional distance brought about by digitalization, and
economic pressures are weakening social solidarity. In this context, it is essential to re-
emphasize that the family institution is not only an individual domain but also the
most fundamental carrier of social resilience. One of the most significant reflections of
the transformation in family structure is observed in the fields of education and
training. The decline in the quality of education, the superficiality created by exam-
oriented systems, the devaluation of the teaching profession, and the alienation of
young people from intellectual depth are both causes and results of social decay. The
shaping of education policies with short-term goals positions the individual solely as
part of economic competition, replacing a value-oriented understanding of education
with a performance-based pragmatism. However, a healthy social structure is possible
only by raising individuals who can think critically, have developed conscientious
reasoning abilities, and are empathetic. At this point, the importance of free academic
thought reemerges. The production of scientific knowledge is not only a technical
activity that takes place in laboratories or classrooms, but also an intellectual act that
plays a crucial role in shaping social consciousness. Immanuel Kant, when he says,
"Enlightenment is the ability of man to use his own reason without the guidance of
others," actually emphasizes that free thought is both an individual and a social
responsibility. Similarly, John Stuart Mill defines freedom of thought not merely as an
individual right, but as "a principle of progress arising from the conflict between truth
and falsehood." Therefore, an academy that does not allow space for the expression of
different ideas eliminates its own raison d'étre. Karl Popper's principle of
"falsifiability" reminds us that science is nourished not by dogma, but by criticism and
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scrutiny. This principle is not only a methodological necessity; it is also the
philosophical foundation of free thought. Academic freedom enables the continuous
questioning of knowledge, rather than its absolutization. In this context, universities
should be havens of critical reason; scientists should be able to guide society under the
guidance of thought. Unfortunately, during periods when the academic field is
shrinking and political and economic pressures influence research, free thought is also
restricted. This situation stifles the intellectual breath not only of academia but also of
society as a whole. It is necessary to remember Hannah Arendt's warning: "At the root
of not thinking lies the normalization of evil." Free academic thought, precisely for this
reason, has a vital function in terms of protecting the social conscience. The restoration
of a moral framework for society is only possible when values education, beginning in
the family, finds its reflection in educational institutions and the academic world.
Therefore, with the hope of a future where thought is free, science regains its prestige,
and the family acts as the bearer of social conscience, we present this issue to our

valued readers. Guided by science, with freedom of thought...
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa DEMIR

Editor
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